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Although the Edo Period (1603-1867) is known as the period of Japan's self-
imposed national isolation, the fact that diplomatic relations were maintained
with China and the Netherlands as trading nations and with Korea and the
Ryukyu Islands as friendship nations, means the description is somewhat
simplistic. During the period, king's envoys were dispatched to Japan from both
of the friendship nations, Korea and the Ryukyu Islands. The Korean envoys
were called tsushinshi, a term suggesting the idea of goodwill. The envoy
system was thus a symbol of peace and goodwill founded on a relationship of
trust between the Japan and Korea of the Edo period.

The invasion of Korea by the Japanese ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi was
brought to a halt by his death, but not before war had devastated the Korean
nation. His successor in power, Tokugawa Ieyasu, who refrained from military
missions to Korea, reestablished diplomatic relations through negotiations with
Songun Daesa Yuchong®, and the Tokugawa feudal regime thereafter attached
great importance to the welcoming of the Korean envoys, which was the
occasion for one of the grandest ceremonies during the reign of each shogun.
In the roughly two hundred years between 1607 and 1811, twelve Korean envoy
missions came to Japan. Thus, each time the Tokugawa regime had an especial
celebration or inaugurated a new shogun, an envoy mission was sent to present
the credentials of the Korean king and receive the reply of the shogun.
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Each mission counted three envoys proper : the seishi (chief envoy) , fukushi

(vice-envoy) and the jujikan (overseer) , who were accompanied by painters,



physicians, interpreters and musicians in a huge delegation of four to five
hundred. The mission started out from Hanseong (now Seoul) and spent more
than six months on the return journey of some 3,000 kilometres. These visits
had a great impact on all levels of the Japanese populace : their fleets and
processions were greeted with wild enthusiasm by the common people, and at
the various stations of their progress, the envoys would large gatherings with
local men of letters at which they practiced written exchange through Chinese
characters and mutual composition and recital of verse and prose.
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1 | WAlthough the Edo Period (1603-1867) is known as the period of Japan’
s selfimposed national isolation, the fact that diplomatic relations were
maintained with China and the Netherlands as trading nations and with
Korea and the Ryukyu Islands as friendship nations, means the
description is somewhat simplistic. @During the period, king's envoys
were dispatched to Japan from both of the friendship nations, Korea and
the Ryukyu Islands. ®The Korean envoys were called tsushinshi, a term
suggesting the idea of goodwill. @The envoy system was thus a symbol
of peace and goodwill founded on a relationship of trust between the
Japan and Korea of the Edo period.
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(DThe invasion of Korea by the Japanese ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi was
brought to a halt by his death, but not before war had devastated the
Korean nation. @ His successor in power, Tokugawa Ieyasu, who
refrained from military missions to Korea, reestablished diplomatic
relations through negotiations with Songun Daesa Yuchong, and the
Tokugawa feudal regime thereafter attached great importance to the
welcoming of the Korean envoys, which was the occasion for one of the
grandest ceremonies during the reign of each shogun. ®In the roughly
two hundred years between 1607 and 1811, twelve Korean envoy
missions came to Japan. @Thus, each time the Tokugawa regime had an
especial celebration or inaugurated a new shogun, an envoy mission was
sent to present the credentials of the Korean king and receive the reply
of the shogun. < HHig>
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(DEach mission counted three envoys proper: the seishi (chief envoy) ,
fukushi (vice-envoy) and the jujikan (overseer) , who were accompanied
by painters, physicians, interpreters and musicians in a huge delegation
of four to five hundred. @The mission started out from Hanseong (now
Seoul) and spent more than six months on the return journey of some
3,000 kilometers. ®These visits had a great impact on all levels of the
Japanese populace: their fleets and processions were greeted with wild
enthusiasm by the common people, and at the various stations of their
progress, the envoys would hold large gatherings with local men of letters
at which they practiced written exchange through Chinese characters
and mutual composition and recital of verse and prose.
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Although the Edo Period (1603-1867) is known as the period of Japan’s self-
imposed national isolation, the fact that diplomatic relations were maintained
with China and the Netherlands as trading nations and with Korea and the
Ryukyu Islands as friendship nations, means the description is somewhat

simplistic. 3 During the period, king’s envoys were dispatched to Japan from

both of the friendship nations, Korea and the Ryukyu Islands. The Korean

envoys were called tsushinshi, a term suggesting the idea of goodwill. The
envoy system was thus a symbol of peace and goodwill founded on a
relationship of trust between the Japan and Korea of the Edo period.

The invasion of Korea by the Japanese ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi was
brought to a halt by his death, but not before war had devastated the Korean

nation. ' His successor in power, Tokugawa leyasu, who refrained from

military missions to Korea, reestablished diplomatic relations through

negotiations with Songun Daesa Yuchong, and the Tokugawa feudal regime

thereafter attached great importance to the welcoming of the Korean envoys,
which was the occasion for one of the grandest ceremonies during the reign

of each shogun. ® In the roughly two hundred years between 1607 and 1811,

twelve Korean envoy missions came to Japan. ' ® Thus, each time the

Tokugawa regime had an especial celebration or inaugurated a new shogun,

an envoy mission was sent to present the credentials of the Korean king and

receive the reply of the shogun.
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2 Each mission counted three envoys proper: the seishi (chief envoy) ,

fukushi (vice-envoy) and the jujikan (overseer) , who were accompanied by

painters, physicians, interpreters and musicians in a huge delegation of four

to five hundred. The mission started out from Hanseong (now Seoul) and




spent more than six months on the return journey of some 3,000 kilometers.

These visits had a great impact on all levels of the Japanese populace: 4 their

fleets and processions were greeted with wild enthusiasm by the common

people, and at the various stations of their progress, the envoys would hold

large gatherings with local men of letters at which they practiced written

exchange through Chinese characters and mutual composition and recital of

verse and prose.
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