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Step 1
Discipleship

€ Consider: What do you think it means to live as a Christian?

The Christian’s life is frequently described in the Bible in terms of a
journey. Jesus calls us to “follow” him on this journey (Mark 1:17).
Jesus tells us to walk the “difficult path” that leads to life (Matthew
7:14). Paul describes living as a Christian as a “race” in which Christ is
the reward (2 Timothy 4:7). Christianity was first known as “The
Way" (Acts 9:2). Christians must “walk in the same way Jesus walked”
(1 John 2:6). And Jesus said that he himself is “the way” to God (John
14:6).

The twelve lessons in Next Steps are foundational “steps” for the
Christian walk. They are not tasks we accomplish but life-long
practices we learn, remind one another of, and continually follow our
entire life.
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Step 1: Discipleship

Following Jesus

All of us as Christians are loved, saved, forgiven, and adopted
because Jesus has called us to himself. Jesus called us to become his
disciples. At the beginning of Mark’s gospel, Jesus called several men
to become his disciples.

Mark 1:17
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you

become fishers of men.”

This invitation from Jesus to his first disciples is also what Jesus has
called us to and serves as a simple outline of what it means to be
Jesus’ disciple: follow Jesus and fish for men. Next Steps are
designed to help us grow as disciples, in the context of Christian
community, by focusing on two categories: God's Word and God's
Mission. In each lesson the “God's Word” section emphasizes our
discipleship and seeks to help us grow with other Christians as
followers of Jesus. The “God's Mission” sections emphasize our
discipling and seeks to help us grow as fishers of men.

God's Word

The essence of following Jesus is doing what he did and obeying
what he commanded. Though Jesus is not bodily present in the world
today, we have something that Jesus said is even better! Jesus’ Spirit
is with each and every Christian, always, wherever we go. And we
have the Bible, which is God's Word, sufficient to instruct us about
everything we need for the Christian life. We see what Jesus did and
hear what Jesus commanded through reading God's Word, the Bible.
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Step 1: Discipleship

Growing as a Christian

What does it mean to grow as a disciple? It is more than merely
increasing in knowledge about Jesus and Jesus' teaching. Growing as
a disciple means we follow, we do, we obey, we practice what Jesus
modeled and taught. Jesus said that disciples must be taught “to
observe all that [he] commanded” (Matthew 28:20). When following
Jesus we should immediately begin to obey each of Jesus’
commands as we learn them. Our maturity as a disciple is measured
not by how much we know but by how much we obey.

Relationship with Jesus
Jesus is God; he is Savior; he is Master; he is Teacher. Jesus also said
that he is our friend:

John 15:13-15

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his
lite for his friends. You are my friends if you do what |
command you. No longer do | call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but | have called you
friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made
known to you.

Jesus wants a relationship with us. And we are his friends if we do
what he commanded. Furthermore, Jesus said, “If you love me, you
will keep my commands” (John 14:15).

€ Consider: If we have love for Jesus we will obey him. Why do
you think this is so?
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Step 1: Discipleship

Grace and Discipleship

We follow Jesus because we are loved, saved, forgiven, and adopted.
We do not follow Jesus in order to be accepted. In fact, nothing we
do can earn us God's acceptance. Jesus is the one who lived the
perfect life of obedience to God, died in our place on the cross for
our forgiveness, and rose to life for our justification. We are saved by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone. Along the journey of
the Christian life we will sin, but just as God accepted us through faith
in Jesus when we were broken sinners, so his grace will restore us and
sustain us when we sin and fail.

What Did Jesus Command?

Jesus taught many things. Jesus taught us that the greatest
commandment is to love God and others (Next Steps 2). In fact,
loving God is the foundation and motivation of following Jesus and is
the purpose for our lives. Jesus taught us to pray (Next Steps 3). And
through reading God's Word (Next Steps 4) we can learn the many
other commands of Jesus, including worship (Next Steps 5),
gathering in Christian community (Next Steps 6), and offering (Next
Steps 7).

Discipleship in Community

Jesus calls us to follow him in the context of a community of other
followers. We are not meant to live the Christian life alone. Fellow
disciples help us see, pay attention to, and understand Jesus’
commands in the Bible; they hold us accountable to his commands;
and they remind us of Jesus’ grace when we fail to obey his
commands. Next Steps is intended to be used in in the context of a
small group of disciples.

11



F£1 1 FURNDEFERS

RYIAN - ZATFYFDOLYRVICIE. FNZFNOAYIN—DZDHEDE., £
LS ICHDZ EIEICERNICHESRENH DD, EADBEESEBNERITS
NTWET, VIL—TDOAVN—F, ZREFNRIOBICRZALI LIEDVT,
BOZ LIRS ZEMNTERME SHEBREN. BEVLWDSHHEILETE
L3I LET, oo XYN—FEWDERZONEEWVL. BELEL.
FIDESIET JURFrYORDODZRELTIENTESDZTLL D,

MOfEm

AIRICDVWTITLBS, 1ZRIFFcBZE. ABEEEDEMICTDEED
nNEUfc, ThIR2FED, HOENAMIADOHNICEHEINWTWS TEE, &0
SEZDOPEARDNICERITANDS, EWSZETY, hfcbldanz, ¥%
1DF/EE28EIIREINTVD THFELBIV, EVWSAITRDMHIC
E->TITIS>DTY,

BWOBVDER |

ANKICLBESEIE16~17H

B #i 2. 20080F 285208 EEI, HEESN,
ZHEETEELZEN. 0EDELTHTZIERL, HEDOND
EEFOLHTHD, MHOHTERICEDESNEDR, HESE S
HTRBL, WFICE > THNRDNB I TH B,

FHDFE
FETFADFRE—2E3~ 48
H z593z0l Aics50R0ETHIHOMAICENTRVIET

HO. BEENZERBDTY, #®iE. INTOADKDONT, HEZ
MBESCRBB2DELEATEONET,

BEITRNTOADEDONEZZEEE->-THOENET, TTAEEUBAIRHT
HEWONFEITN., ZDHICIFET. EBEEEKDLENHD FT !

12

Step 1: Discipleship

Each Next Steps lesson will challenge each individual to share with
the group how they need to concretely obey God's Word that week.
Group members will hold one another accountable by asking one
another how they have obeyed what they learned in the previous
lesson. And group members should enjoy Christian fellowship with
one another by carrying one another’s burdens, encouraging one
another, and praying for one another.

God's Mission

Jesus told us that if we follow him, he will make us become fishers of
men. This means that like fishermen, we cast out the gospel of God’s
love in Jesus to everyone we can in obedience to Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28, “make disciples.”

God's mission:

John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

God's desire:

1 Timothy 2:3-4

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.

God wants all people to be saved, and anyone can be saved if they
believe in Jesus. But they need to hear first!

13
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Step 1: Discipleship

Romans 10:13-15

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?

€ Consider: Who did God send into your life to tell you about his
love and gospel?

Every disciple of Jesus is called to be a fisher of men! Every Christian
is called to fulfill God’s Mission. Therefore, God’s Mission is our
mission.

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you always, to the end of the age.”

God desires that people from every nation (meaning every ethnicity
and language) will be saved through faith in Jesus Christ. As
Christians we get to be a part of this global mission. It starts with
making disciples among those in our own house and those we
encounter in daily life and extends to the ends of the earth. Making
disciples--discipling--is a core part of our discipleship.

Practically, how can we start? Here are three practical ways to begin
doing God’s Mission right now!
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Step 1: Discipleship

1. Make a Prayer List

Take out a piece of paper and pen, or open a note app on your
phone. Silently and by yourself pray to God and ask him to help you
think of every family member, friend, coworker, neighbor,
acquaintance, or anyone else in your life who is not a Christian. Write
down their names. How many names are on your list? Set a goal to
pray for the people on this list everyday. First, pray that God will give
you wisdom in how to share the gospel with them, and opportunities
to do so. Second, pray that the Holy Spirit will prepare them to hear
the gospel message by giving them a heart that is hungry for God, so
that when you share the gospel with them, they will put faith in Jesus.
Prayer List:

2. Prepare Your Testimony

In order to make disciples we need to share the gospel. One of the
best ways to share the gospel is by first sharing our personal
testimony. This is what Jesus told a man in Mark 5:19, “Go home to
your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you.” Let's take a few minutes to
brainstorm what God has done for us individually, and how he has
changed our lives.

One way to prepare your testimony is to follow this simple outline: (1)
What was your life like before you met Jesus? (2) How did you come
to encounter and believe in Jesus? (3) What difference has Jesus
made in your life? (Example: | was looking for happiness through
success at work but felt empty... My coworker told me about Jesus...
Now Jesus has given purpose and meaning to my life...)

Be authentic and honest as you share what God had done for you.

Your unique story of God rescuing you is miraculous and effective for
helping others know Jesus.

17
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Step 1: Discipleship
€ Practice sharing your testimony with someone in your group.

3. Share the Gospel

After you've shared your story you need to share Jesus' story. One of
the ways you can share the gospel is by inviting someone to study
First Steps with you. First Steps is a 5-part Bible study that can be
facilitated by anyone, anywhere.

Just like following Jesus is meant to be done in community, so God's
Mission is meant to be done in community. In each Next Steps lesson,
we will set a goal to share the gospel with someone and pray for one
another. Additionally, we will hold one another accountable and
encourage one another along the way.

X Let's make a goal and pray with one another right now!
Looking at your prayer list, choose 1 to 3 people with whom
you want to share your testimony and the gospel, in the next
two weeks. Share their names with your group and pray for one
another and the people you just listed. Next time we will ask
one another how it went!

The Christian life, like a race, is not without struggle. Sin and the
effects of sin make the Christian walk a challenge, but Jesus is always
with us, as he promised. The Biblical teaching summarized
throughout Next Steps will help guide your steps as you follow Jesus
and fish for men. This small group of Christians will also undoubtedly
be a great encouragement throughout the journey.
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Step 2
Love

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God’s Word

Share
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you have tried to obey what you learned from God's Word last
time when we talked about discipleship.

The simplest way to summarize the life of a Christian is this: love.
Because God loved the world so much, he sent his Son to save it
(John 3:16). In the Old Testament, God reveals himself again and
again saying he is a God abounding in steadfast love (Exodus 34:6).
And in the New Testament it says that God himself is love (1 John
4:8).
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Step 2: Love

This is how Jesus summarized all the commandments God gave to his

people:

Mark 12:28-31
And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing

with one another, and seeing that he answered them well,
asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of
all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Love God; love people. These two commands summarize the
Christian life and are the foundation for every other aspect of the
Christian life. For example, we worship God, read the Bible, repent of
sin, and give offering out of our love for God. We forgive, encourage,
help, and share the gospel with others because we love God and
others. As Christians, we try to live everyday with these two goals in
mind. These two commands are the foundation of doing God's
Mission and obeying God's Word, and they shape the structure of
each lesson in Next Steps.

LOVE GOD
How should we love God? Jesus gave us the answer in the passage

above: with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let's look at each
of these.

23



£2 1 F

ER< LT

DERKULTHZET B EE. OoMICAbERLRVWCE FR73%25
#) . TELTHESE—ICKDBIETT (NIMTDRBEFEC6EI3 3H) . %
BRIEDODDERHIEVEEL (XYM DREZE6E20~2 181, 13544
g) . HEDBERZE. HRICDANEDRTROBRE TAYBERELIL &5
KRENLGTEELTE. D, BEZHHS. HZEZLREZHLDAEFICH
DAN, HEDRRUVKEZHOESICTEIETT (RVAM - ATV
2. 3. 4%5R) . AEREULCEBZLZHETL SORBELRBRIEF
Na&3IC. MEDRRUHEIBHNOEZRD, ZOEZRRI S LI
BH0FY,

BLWzR<ULT

HIBDBEVWEESTEZRICENR. HRIEDIRTZE>THRZELELLD (¥
YA1DEEE2060E39H) . HBRIOANEZRICHITFTEL., BABDIHIC
EE BOLHICFEELTWSZEERBLELLD ULHDREEEIE23
. HZTVANOFH2E2 081, VY MANOFIRE—8EG6H) »

MEZRSLT

HIEIFABE—ADEDICHEERMEZSEZ 5NF Uz, COHEEZ, #EHOD
e FUTHOHR I ZZEMBIHICHAVWBRETY, BEEMAL.
2 EEEEBELELLDS, TUTC—HP. HOZEEEZFL &5,
HEBHEICE-STWBKRICIE. ZTICBEDZALERTHSHAHOLEICESH
TWbZ B\, REEEGTIRICIE. ZITHERN2HOEEY =R
THOXEORICHHMOEENENT NS, EEZZDTY, YEAlDEHIT
ELEBLZE EETRCE, TYA VTR, FI e EXBIE, FA
EEOHBEZRAWT, BABETHEZEL, #EZEULRI LN TEET,

HhERKLT

MicsldE, A, IRILF—, BE. TUTEAZRVWTHICEZRZ 2N TS
£9, EAEMICIE, #HSEXSNERICKS L (CORVDEFELE, X
JAN ATV TEEE) | HOHICETEETZIE (RVAN ATV
92M1) . ZFUTHBYER., RETHDIEDICELZE (RVA - RTY
71028R) z@BULTHICERET, EIHZETIHS. HOoMmBIC
S EATREHZENE UL

24

Step 2: Love

With Our Heart

Love God with your heart by desiring him more than anything else
(Psalm 73:25) and seeking him first (Matthew 6:33). Make God the
greatest treasure in your heart (Matthew 6:20-21 & Matthew 13:44).
Make  your relationship with him the most intimate and most
important relationship in your life. A practical way we can do this is to
spend quality time with God by regularly praying, reading the Bible,
and worshipping God (see Next Steps 2, 3, & 4). Like a lot of quality
time with a person will foster a deep and intimate relationship, so
quality time spent with God will both increase and express our love
for him.

With Our Soul

Love God with all your whole being by abdicating your will and plans
to God (Matthew 26:39). Surrender your life to God and live and exist
for him daily (Luke 9:23, Galatians 2:20, 1 Corinthians 8:6).

With Our Mind

God made each of us with a mind and intellect. You should use the
intellect God has given you to know Him, his Word, and his will.
Study, learn, and memorize the Bible. Think about God throughout
the day—as you ride a train packed full of people made in his image,
as you walk through a park full of God's creation, and as you reflect
on the city and culture around you in regard to God's Truth. Creating,
writing, producing, designing, speaking, thinking—all facets of our
mind are transformed and can be used to love God and point others
to him.

With Our Strength

We can use our strength, energy, time, and abilities to serve God. We
do this by joining God’s mission (see below and Next Steps 5);
serving God (see Next Steps 9); and working for God in our jobs,
schools, and homes (see Step 10). Jesus taught us that if we love him
we will obey what he commands.
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Step 2: Love

John 14:15

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

Christians should strive to love with everything we have, from the
inside out.

€ Consider: Is it most natural for you to love God with your heart
and soul, your mind, or your strength? Which are you most
likely to avoid or forget?

The Bible teaches us that God is the ultimate source and reason for
love. If we tried to love others for others’ sake or for our own, we
would eventually run out of love to give. Instead, our love for others
flows out of our love for God, which comes from his love for us. As
Christians, we love because he first loved us. When we love others,
our love for others is not conditionally based upon their actions or
worth, but is unconditional like God’s perfect love for us.

LOVE PEOPLE
Jesus told us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31).
Whom should we love?

1. Our Neighbors

As Jesus said in Mark 12, we should love our neighbors. You might
ask, “Who is my neighbor?” That is exactly what someone once asked
Jesus (read the story later: Luke 10:29-37). Jesus’' answer to this
question shows that the word “neighbor” does not restrict whom we
are to love to those literally next door to us or those similar to us.
Rather we must become a neighbor by loving them.
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Step 2: Love

We should love everyone. Jesus also commands us, as his disciples,
to love even our enemies (Luke 6:27-36)! Sacrificial love towards our
enemies mirrors the same love that God has shown us through Jesus
Christ (Romans 5:6-10).

2. One Another
The Bible teaches us to take special concern to love Christians. Jesus
said:

John 13:34
“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one

another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another.”

"One another” refers to fellow Christians. It would be odd for
someone to love strangers but not love members of his or her own
family. The church is a family, and there should be a special family-
love among Christians.

The reality is that no one is without sin. Spend enough time with
anyone and they will do or say something that can cause tension and
may even be hurtful. When a relationship has problems, those outside
the church typically part ways. However, the Christian community is
radically different. Paul encouraged the church in Rome to love one
another in this way, even when they wronged one another:

Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of
the saints and seek to show hospitality. Bless those who
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Step 2: Love

persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but
give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will
heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.

¢  Consider: What phrase in Romans 12:9-21 stuck out to you the

most?
How should we love?
1. Love your neighbor as yourself

What did Jesus mean by “love your neighbor as yourself? He
explained it very simply:

Matthew 7:12

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”

Loving others as yourself requires thoughtfulness and selfless
consideration.

€ Consider: Choose someone that you will see in the next few
days. If you were them, what would you wish others would do
for you? Will you love them in this way?
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Step 2: Love

2. Love as Jesus loved

John 15:9, 12-13
“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my
love. ... This is my commandment, that you love one another

as | have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends.”

There are no greater examples of love than the love God and Jesus
have given us. Think about how much God loves his Son, Jesus. Think
about how much Jesus loved us—he died for us. That is the same
amount of love we must have for others! Does this seem impossible?
It is impossible—by our own power. However, the Holy Spirit
empowers us to love as Jesus did. Though we may not need to
physically lay down our life for someone in the coming week, we will
have many opportunities to die to our preferences and desires in
order to put others above ourselves.

€ Consider: Choose someone else that you will see in the next

week. How can you love them by putting them above yourself?
3. Love with actions

1 John 3:16-18

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
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Step 2: Love

Jesus did not merely talk about dying for us, he loved us with actions.
Love is not based on an emotion or feeling; love involves actions.

Love God, Love People: Summary

Our love for God and others is imperfect, but God’s love is always
perfect. God unconditionally accepts us and forgives us in Christ,
even when we fail to love. Jesus is the only man to have ever
perfectly loved God and people. By faith, Jesus' perfect record of
obedience is given to us. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit empowers
believers to grow in their love for God and others. When you fail to
love, confess your sins to God and one another, repent, trust in his
perfect love, and trust him to help you grow.

Take the Step!
€ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you

will obey what you have learned in this lesson. Share with one
another about these things.

God'’s Mission

Acts 26:16-18

“’But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have appeared to you
for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the
things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will
appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from
the Gentiles—to whom | am sending you 18 to open their
eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in

2

me.”” (Paul recounting the commission Jesus gave him.)

35



£2 1 F

BN ROBOREEANEASBRIEATL £ 507 Zhis, MEAR
HYBETT,

HeEdD

IcBlIEZFLZED, HEBRLULTWBDSIZB/EEINEEVET, BEEL
TWBR5, MOMFICESHSTYT (INROEFE14E158H) ., FA
febld. 1 TADBZFERAMSBVAICEEEDNEES LS5MUESRTW
FT, TINS, TOBHICKSIETHEETITEZDTI, TE. DL
IKEZTCHEFELL D, BRICEANERORFEREDOLHNIEL, FDZ &
EANCELED, ZOREIEGAED UETAN ?HAIZIERGFELRR, H3
WEHFLWLARSZ DB UNFERA, TNERALUELSIC, FATEEDEAD
BEDOADSBRNETL B RETRDOTT, TLT. OEAREDLD D
MEDHZHOEBS UWEKICDOWT, HEMNCEITIIFVWSNEWET
T,

ANEEBTD

Fre. BN EEEGBADZDIEE. AZBLTWENSTHEHNDET, 1T
RlE, BRIRLTEBW EWZ EZAICULBE W, EEXoNFE U, Ak
ENVURF v VICRDREIIE. BRENENSHNTHEELTWS Z &,
FEBREBEORENHDIEY. 1 ZTANEETHRELUTLZES >TVEHWL
EWSEDOYNHZZEHHDEHATUR, #EMDIIEBICHZITINE
DTY, MULIIC, ZDB%ZH->T. cBELRVWASEZAICEASZN
ETT, AfcBid, IRTOANKEOVWDE EHEDEEERLD IS
FE>TWET, FACEDNAICHUTTEZIREDEDTWE, 1T X - F1
ANCHZBODBZIEAT, HEMBATLWIROREBRDEZ/ LT &
TY, DEDENIF. FHEDHMETT,

BWIHELEWELLS -
N HBHREAEMCFURNEEIB DI, BFEDLSHlEEER
TLREENELRMN?

D HBEEAFUIRNDS EICEERNEB>TWBAICT LT, BiFe
DESICBENFSNTESNETA?

36

Step 2: Love

What is our motivation for sharing the gospel of God's love? Love for
God and others.

Love God

We share the the gospel primarily because we love God. If we love
God we obey him (John 14:15). We have been commanded to share
the gospel with those who do not know Jesus’ love yet, and so we
love God by obeying this command. Consider it this way—when we
love something we talk about it and even commend its value to
others. Maybe it's a good song, or a new restaurant. In this way, our
love for God should overflow from our hearts leading us to tell others
the gospel of God's glorious grace, which has far more value than
anything else we might share with someone!

Love People

We share the gospel secondarily because we love people. Jesus
taught us to do for others as we wish they would do for us. Before we
were Christians, we were unaware of our separation from God, and
we did not know about the coming judgment or about the free gift of
salvation available in Jesus. Someone told us. Out of love, we tell
others the same good news. We want everyone to be reconciled to
God. We want everyone to enjoy eternal life and happiness with God.
The greatest act of love we can show toward any human is to share
the love of God in Jesus Christ to meet their deepest need:
reconciliation with God.

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer

toward knowing Christ?

€9  How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?
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Step 2: Love

Pray for One Another:
€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.

If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 3
Prayer

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you have tried to obey what you learned from God's Word last
time when we talked about loving God and others.

Let's talk about what prayer is, how we should pray (when, where,
why), and even practice praying with one another.
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Step 3: Prayer

What is prayer?

Prayer is communication with God. It is a gift God has given to us to
be able to tell him what is on our hearts and ask him for help. God
listens to our prayers!

How should | pray?
Jesus taught us how Christians should and should not pray in
Matthew 6:5-13.

Matthew 6:5-8
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For

they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you,
they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him.”

Where can we pray?

Because God exists in all places at once, we can pray to him
anywhere! We can pray, for example, while walking down the street,
in our room, or in a park. Our posture in prayer is not mandated, so
we can also pray sitting, standing, or kneeling, for example. The
emphasis of Jesus’ teaching on prayer in Matthew 6:5-8 is that when
we pray, we should not pray like the “hypocrites” prayed, trying to
impress others. We should pray to God.

Do we have to give anything to God before He will listen to us?

No! Like Jesus said above, God knows what we need before we ask.
He always listens to us because we pray to him through his Son Jesus.
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Step 3: Prayer

€  Consider: How does Jesus’ teaching on prayer differ from the

praying that happens in temples or shrines?
The model for prayer given by Jesus is:

Matthew 6:9-13

“Pray then like this:
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."”

We can use this model prayer as an outline for our prayers. Let's
explore the themes in each line of this prayer.

1. Our Father in heaven - Start your prayer by remembering who
God is—your Father who adopted you as his own child through Jesus
Christ. Often you will hear Christian end or begin their prayer “in
Jesus’ name,” following Jesus’ instructions (John 14:13). We are able
to approach God, the creator and sustainer of the universe, as his
own beloved children because of and through Jesus. Our identity as
God’s children will pervade the rest of our prayers.

2. Hallowed be your name - This is a request that God would be
revered, honored, and set apart as the only true God over and above
all other so called gods, both false religious idols and idols of our
hearts. We are asking that both in our hearts and throughout the
world God alone will be exalted to the highest place in our hearts and
lives. This reminds us to make God first in our own hearts, praise him,
and worship him in our prayers. In your prayers, worship God, tell him
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Step 3: Prayer

how good and great he is, and praise him for what he has done in
your life and in history. Pray that he would be worshiped by more

people.

3. Your kingdom come, your will be done - God is King. Both in his
kingdom and within his will everyone worships him, obeys him, and
honors him. In his kingdom there is no sin, death, sickness, war,
famine, terrorism, depression, hatred, nor any other sins and results of
sins. Pray that more people would obey God as King. Pray that God's
good and righteous desires will become reality in your life and in the
world.

4. Give us our daily bread - Daily bread represents our physical and
spiritual needs. Prayer is an opportunity to ask God for what we need
(more of him, a deeper love for him, food, shelter, money, wisdom,
guidance, etc.). Also thank him for all his faithful provision in your life!

5. Forgive us - Confess your sins to God and ask for forgiveness
through Jesus Christ. Also forgive, in God's presence, those who have
sinned against you.

6. Deliver us from evil - Acknowledge your weakness and ask God to
help you resist temptation and live for him.

Try writing out the above prayer in your own words and sharing it with
your group.

When should | pray?

The Bible instructs us to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17)!
And we should certainly have a time each day that we set aside for
focused prayer. Usually it is helpful to make time for prayer when we
make time for reading the Bible (see Next Steps 4). Prayer is both
planned and spontaneous.
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Step 3: Prayer

Take the Step!
¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. What time will you set aside

for prayer each day this week? Share with one another about
these things.

God'’s Mission

How can we pray for our lost friends and family? What should we ask
for our Christian brothers and sisters? Should we pray for ourselves?
We can freely ask God anything. Special words or phrases do not
strengthen our prayers. But on a practical level, the Bible gives us
wonderful examples of prayers for the lost, Christians, and ourselves.
Use the following verses to help you know what to pray for.

Prayers for non-Christians:
“... my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved.” (Romans 10:1)

Father, please give them a new heart, and a new spirit. Please,
remove their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Put your
Spirit within them, and cause them to walk in your statutes and be
careful to obey your rules.” (Adapted from Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Lord, open their hearts to pay attention to your Word. (Adapted from
Acts 16:14)

See also: Ezekiel 11:19-20; Deuteronomy 30:6, and 2 Timothy
2:25-26.
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Step 3: Prayer

Prayers for Christians:
“... always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand
mature and fully assured in all the will of God.” (Colossians 4:12)

Father, according to the riches of your glory, may you grant them to be
strengthened with power through your Spirit in their inner being, so
that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith—that they, being
rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that they may be
filled with all the fullness of God. (Adapted from Ephesians 3:16-19)

May they be filled with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of you,
Lord, fully pleasing to you, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God. May they be strengthened with all
power, according to your glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy, giving thanks to you, our Father, who has qualified
them to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. (Adapted from
Colossians 1:9-12)

See also: Ephesians 1:17-19, Philippians 1:9-11, 1 Thessalonians
3:12-13, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, and
Hebrews 13:20-21.

Prayers for yourself:
“Brothers, pray for us.” (1 Thessalonians 5:25)

“... praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To
that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening
my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which | am
an ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to
soeak.” Ephesians 6:18-20
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Step 3: Prayer

"Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.
At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door
for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which |
am in prison—that | may make it clear, which is how | ought to
speak.” Colossians 4:2-4

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer

toward knowing Christ?

€2 How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 4
Bible

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you have tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time when we talked about prayer.

We speak to God through prayer. God speaks to us through his Word,
the Bible. By reading the Bible we can know what God has spoken.
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Step 4: Bible
What is the Bible?

2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is breathed out by God...

“Scripture” in 2 Timothy 3:16 refers to the Bible, which is God's Word.
The Bible is composed of 66 books and letters, written over a span of
more than 1000 years, by many different human authors. These authors
were inspired by God through the Holy Spirit so that the writings were
without error. The Bible is a divinely inspired book and not the
invention of humans. The Bible is wholly trustworthy and accurate.

Why read the Bible?
The Bible is nourishment for our souls.

Matthew 4:4

But [Jesus] answered, “It is written, “’Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God."”

A consistent intake of God’s Word and praying is like food and water to
our souls and vital nourishment for the Christian walk.

We also read the Bible in order to know God and his will for us! God
uses the Bible to help us grow as Christians in our beliefs and our
actions.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.
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Step 4: Bible

When you read the Bible ask the following questions:

Teaching: The Bible, by teaching us God's truth and commands,
tells us the right way to think. What new truth does this Bible
passage teach me about God, the world, and myself?

Reproof: The Bible warns us of wrong ways to think. How does
this passage reprove my current beliefs, ideas, or worldview?

Correction: The Bible corrects our wrong behavior. What sinful
action in my life does this passage correct?

Training: The Bible trains us to do what is right and honoring to
God. What righteous behavior does this passage train me to do?

€2  Consider: Share a story of when the Bible taught, reproved,

corrected, or trained you in righteousness.

Hebrews 4:12-13

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.

Though the Bible was written over 2000 years ago, it is the living and
active Word of God through which God speaks to us today!

How do we read the Bible?

We should read the Bible with a joyful submissiveness and an
eagerness to respond to what we learn.
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Step 4: Bible

James 1:22

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

yourselves.

After learning the truth God is showing us or realizing the sin he is
rebuking, we need to respond with action. It is not enough to read,
study, or hear God's Word; we need to obey!

What is in the Bible?

The Bible tells the story of God and mankind. It tells of Creation and
when sin entered the world, God's promise to send a Savior through
Israel, the redemption in Jesus Christ, his church, and final restoration.
See First Steps Lesson 4: What is the Story of the Bible.

How do | start reading the Bible?
Practically, choose a time, a place, and a plan for reading the Bible.

Time: Choose a time to set apart each day for focused Bible
reading. Waking up early to pray and spend time in God's
Word is a great way to start your day.

Place: Choose a location you can focus on the Bible each day.
For example, your room before you go to sleep, the dining
table before the kids are awake, or the train on your way to
work.

Plan: Choose a plan for reading through whole books of the
Bible in pieces each day. If this is your first time reading the
Bible, it may be beneficial to begin reading the New Testament
first.
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Step 4: Bible

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Choose your reading time,
place, and plan and share it with your group. Start your plan
immediately. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.

God'’s Mission

In the following scriptures, Jesus likens sharing the gospel and
people’s responses to the gospel to a sower and seeds:

Matthew 13:3-8, 18-23

And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower
went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil,
but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had
no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. ... Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his
heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself,
but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
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Step 4: Bible

What can we learn about making disciples from this parable?

)

1. The seed is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). The power of
evangelism is not found in the messenger but in the message
—the Word of God. The Word of God is the message of the
gospel and the truth of the Bible. What we need to give others

is not personal opinions or human wisdom, but rather the
Word of God.

2. The sower sowed seeds everywhere, regardless of location.
We should not pick who we think looks like “good soil” based
on familiarity, appearance, social status, or social distance.
Rather, we should share the gospel with everyone.

3. There are different types of responses to the gospel, and not
all responses will be positive. Do not be surprised that not
everyone accepts the gospel. We are not responsible for how
people respond but only to keep sharing the gospel.

4. The gospel will take root and grow in some people's hearts.
Knowing that some soil will bear fruit helps to compel us in
being obedient to Jesus by continuing to share the good news
of God with anyone that we can. The more people we share
with, the more people will choose to put their faith in Jesus.

5. The seeds that bear fruit, “the one who hears the word and
understands”, is someone who becomes a Christian. Such
seeds that bear fruit multiply! Some multiply more than others
and at different rates, but all multiply.

Consider: Have you ever chosen to not share with someone
because they did not seem like “good soil”? Have you ever felt
discouraged because of a negative response to the gospel?

Share with everyone. Keep sharing. Share a lot.
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Step 4: Bible

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer

toward knowing Christ?

€9 How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 5
Worship

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time when we talked about the Bible.

We were made to worship. God sent Jesus to rescue us from sin so

that we would worship, and worship is something we, as Christians,
will do for all of eternity in heaven.
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Step 5: Worship

S Consider: What is worship?

Perhaps you immediately think of worship as singing. Every week we
gather for a “worship service” where we sing and are taught from the
Bible. Worship is often expressed through singing, but it is much
more. Worship is an internal response to God’s greatness and
goodness, a response that often is love, praise, fear, adoration,
passion, reverence, awe, etc. These worshipful responses do not
come to us naturally because we are prone toward sin and self-
centeredness. However, as the Holy Spirit transforms our hearts, he
awakens our hearts to see and marvel at God’s glory. These responses
are fueled by a continued vision of God's glory seen in our lives, the
world, and especially the Word. These internal responses overflow
from our hearts and become outward expressions of worship to God's
glory, often including songs, but also so much more (obedient lives,
repentance, tears, acts of love, joyful submission to the Word of God,
giving offering, etc.). The Bible addresses why we worship and how
we worship, and teaches that worship involves our whole lives.

Why We Worship

1. Christians worship God because worship is the purpose for which
God created everything, especially humans, and is why God saved us
from our former non-worshiping sinful selves—for his worship and

glory.

Colossians 1:16

For by [Jesus] all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible... all things were created through him and
for him.
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Step 5: Worship

2. Christians worship God because he alone is worthy to be
worshiped.

Revelation 4:11 & 5:12
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and

honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will
they existed and were created.” ... “Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

How We Worship
1. In Spirit and Truth

John 4:23-24

Jesus said: “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

What does it mean to worship God “in spirit”? It means we are
ushered into worship by the Holy Spirit and mainly happens as an
inward spiritual event that often leads to outward expressions. Jesus
also quoted the Old Testament saying, “This people honors me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me...”
(Matthew 15:8-9).

There is no specific temple or location that God designates as
distinctly holy or as the only place he resides (Acts 7:48, Acts
17:24-25). Rather God is ever present, unconfined to one location at a
time, and God's Holy Spirit specially dwells in believers. The only way
to commune with God is to be united with Christ through faith—not
by giving money, not by lighting incense, not by washing your
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hands or your mouth. We know as Christians that nothing except
Jesus Christ can give us the righteousness that God requires of us.

€ Consider: If a husband gives his wife flowers merely out of duty
or obligation on their anniversary but has no joy or love in his

heart for his wife, will she truly be honored in receiving the gift
from her husband? Why?

The wife will not be honored, and because giving the flowers was
merely an external action, she may not even enjoy them; what she
wants is her husband's affections. Similarly, God is seeking worshipers
who worship him from their spirits—from their hearts. External actions
such as singing, giving offering, or serving by themselves are not
“worship” unless they proceed from affections in our hearts.

What does it mean to worship God “in truth”? It means worship is a
response to the true work God has done for us in Jesus Christ—
shaped and guided by true views of God. One cannot worship the
one true God without knowing him. Now that God has made himself
known to us and we know him, we respond to his truth, his goodness,
and his greatness with worship.

2. With Our Whole Lives

Romans 12:1

| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.

In the Old Testament, God told the Israelites to worship him by

sacrificing animals, which were of monetary and symbolic value.
Similarly, we worship God in everyday life by living a life surrendered
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to God—meaning all that we do is birthed from a new heart that
desires all our actions and our entire being to exist for God's glory. In
this way we are a “living sacrifice” of worship. Responses of worship
in our hearts lead us to want to give everything to God: our time,
energy, talents, money, dreams, plans, relationships, and things we
create like poetry, songs, and paintings. God accepts these sacrifices
as worship.

€ Consider: What are the different areas of your life right now? In

which area do you most easily worship? In which area is it
hardest to worship?

3. With Praise

Specifically praising God with songs of praise is a significant way to
worship God. The book of Psalms in the Bible is full of worshipful
praises to God and can be used by Christians to help guide our
praises.

Psalm 150

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his
mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him
according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with trumpet
sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with
tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise
him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing
cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

Christians set aside a weekly gathering time with other Christians to

worship God, and Christians also try to worship God everywhere at all
times. Christians praise God for what he has done and is doing in our
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Step 5: Worship

lives. Christians also praise God for who he is. Christians praise God
with loud, exciting music and celebration, with quiet contemplative

music, and with quiet reflection.

Worship should be a part of your Christian daily life. Make a habit of
worshiping God when you pray and read his Word each day. You can
do this in a variety of ways such as worshipfully reflecting or journaling
about God's greatness revealed in the scripture passage you read,
reflecting on God's glory revealed in life and recent events, and
through the use of songs. You can also use the book of Psalms in the
Bible which is full of worshipful songs and poems to and about God.
Anything and everything we do can be done to worship and glorify
God (1 Corinthians 10:31), so paint, write, draw, compose, create,

engineer, design, serve, cook, etc., in worship of God!

€2  Consider: What is it about God'’s character, his works, the

things he has done for you, or the things he has given you that

compel you to worship him?

Take the Step!

€ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next

time.
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Step 5: Worship

God's Mission

Psalm 96:1-5

Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the

earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from
day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
works among all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and greatly
to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods
of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the
heavens.

Throughout the Bible, worshiping God is both the motivation and the
goal of God's Mission.

Worship is the motivation for God's Mission because when we respond
to God's greatness with worship, when we rejoice in his goodness, and
when we meditate on how awesome he is, we are motivated to
“declare his glory among the nations.” In this way, motivation for God's
Mission is a natural overflow of a heart that loves and worships God.

Worship is also the goal of God’s Mission because God is “greatly to
be praised” and should be “feared above all gods.” In sharing the
gospel we seek to show people that God is the greatest, most
wonderful, most beautiful being in the universe and that he is worthy of
worship. Making disciples is making new worshipers of God.

Encourage One Another:

¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

€9 How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?
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Step 5: Worship

Pray for One Another:
€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.

If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 6
Church

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time about worship.

€ Consider: What comes to your mind when you hear the word

“church”?
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Step 6: Church

When we become Christians God adopts us into his family, called the
church. The Bible uses the word “church” with two different
meanings:

Church as the local gathering of believers, committed to
meeting together and in submission to a local leadership.

Church as God’s chosen worldwide people; all believers in
Jesus Christ.

What is the church?
1. A family with a common identity.

Ephesians 2:19-22

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household
of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

As a Christian you may feel isolated from the society around you that
does not yet understand your faith and love for God. But we are
citizens of a new kingdom and members of a family that stretches
throughout time and around the world.

€ Consider: Have you felt isolated from your family, friends, or
society because you became a Christian? Have you felt
welcomed into the church family?
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Step 6: Church

2. The people of God, for God.

1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ... But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The church is not a building, but it is a people built together like a
building—"a spiritual house.” Each member is like a brick, built
together for a common purpose—offering “spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God.”

No matter what our past is, we are now God's people. He chose us,
he saved us, he made us new, and he made us his own that we may
“proclaim the excellencies” of God. We, the church, exist for God, to
worship him and enjoy him forever.

¢ Consider: What do you think is unique about the church

community compared to other types of communities?
What does the church do?
1. The church gathers for worship, prayer, teaching, fellowship, and

loving one another. One of the best pictures of a church is the Bible’s
description of the very first church in the book of Acts.
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Step 6: Church

Acts 2:42, 44, 46

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. ...
And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. ... And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor
with all the people.

Here we see the church together loving God and loving each other.
We love God together when we pray together, gather for corporate
worship, learn from God’s Word through sermons and Bible studies,
and help one another to obey Jesus’ commands, etc. We love one
another when we gather together regularly in Christian fellowship,
give to one another as there is need, confess our sins to one another
and lovingly point out sins in one another’s lives, seek to serve others
as more important than ourselves, and bear one another’s burdens;
and we can even do so as we enjoy one another's company. Jesus’
command to love one another (in John 13:34) is in reference to other
Christians. A Christian makes sacrificial efforts to prioritize their time
in order to love God and other Christians in the context of a Christian
community.

Both large church gatherings like Sunday mornings ("attending the
temple together") and small church gatherings like small groups
("breaking bread in their homes") are vital for our Christian
discipleship.

€ Consider: What do you enjoy about gathering with the church?
How have church gatherings (either on a Sunday or with a
small group) challenged you?
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Step 6: Church

2. The church equips and scatters for the mission of God.

Acts 8:4

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the

word.

In Acts 8 the Christians were scattered due to harsh persecution that
broke out in Jerusalem. An important principle can be observed from
their example—wherever they went they shared the good news of
Jesus Christ!

As Christians, we live on mission for Jesus throughout the week,
sharing the gospel, loving those around us, and being a light in the
darkness. We gather together to re-charge through learning more
about God and receiving encouragement from one another.

Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day drawing near.

Church Leadership

God has designed for the church to be led by a plurality of leaders
called elders (1 Tim 3:1-7). These men lead the church like shepherds
of a flock (thus are called "pastors”, 1 Peter 5:1-2), guard true Biblical
doctrine (Acts 20:28-30), and teach the church (1 Tim 3:2). All
Christians should submit themselves to godly Christian authority
within the local church.
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Step 6: Church

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you

and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem
them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace
among yourselves.

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.

God'’s Mission

Look what Jesus said to and prayed for the church in the following
passages:

John 13:35

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

John 17:20-21

Jesus prayed: “I do not ask for these only, but also for those
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent

"

me.
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Step 6: Church

One of the greatest witnesses of the truth and power of the gospel is
the gospel at work in the community of the church. When non-
Christians see Christians loving one another with unity, the message
of the gospel becomes tangible to them. Telling others we are Jesus’
disciples is important, but Jesus tells us that loving one another is
how we show the world we are his disciples.

As we seek to make disciples we need to share the Word of God (the
gospel) and the People of God (the church community). Invite non-
Christians to church gatherings where they can see Christians loving
one another and see Christians loving and worshiping God. And as
we invite others, we should strive towards Christ-like unity with our
Christian brothers and sisters.

€2 Consider: For the sake of God's mission, is there anyone in the

church you need to be reconciled with?

Encourage One Another:

¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

€ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:
€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.

If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).
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Step 6: Church

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 7
Offering

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:

€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as
you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time as we talked about the church.

An important part of the Christian life is expressing our love for God
and others by the way we use our financial resources.
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Step 7: Offering

$2  Consider: What are some motivations that people have when they

give financial offerings? (Wherever that may be: a temple, the
church, a charity, etc.)

There are a lot of reasons people can be motivated to give. Perhaps they
want to look good for other people, they see everyone else doing it so
they do it also, or they are expecting something good in return (good
luck, more money, or happiness). Truthfully, giving to a good cause feels
good. Maybe the good feeling we get by giving is what compels us
sometimes. Let's look and see why Christianity has a fundamentally
different approach to giving, and explain why we give to God's mission
through the church.

Why do we give?
1. Because God loved us—through Jesus' sacrifice for us.

2 Corinthians 8:7-9

But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in
this act of grace also [“this act of grace” is giving—see context in
2 Corinthians 8]. | say this not as a command, but to prove by the
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might
become rich.

The most foundational reason we give is because God gave his only Son
Jesus Christ to us. We are a people who have been saved, changed, and
motivated by God's generosity, and we give freely out of love, not out of
compulsion. We give not in order to be accepted or loved by God, but
because we already are accepted and loved by God. Responding to
Godss love for us, we give to show love to God and others.
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Step 7: Offering

2. Because we love God—he is our treasure.

Matthew 6:19-21, 24, 33
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth

and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ... No one
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and money. ... But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.”

Either you treasure money, or you treasure God and use money to
show that God is your ultimate desire. Everything we have has been
given to us by God. We have the opportunity to steward these
resources in a way that shows our love for God, our commitment to
his mission, and our confident belief that God alone gives lasting joy
and satisfaction. Money is important for sustaining daily life; however,
we show our faith in God's provision by first seeking him and giving
back to him before meeting our needs.

$  Consider: If someone were to see all the ways that you spend
your money, what might someone observe is important to you?
Does the way you steward your finances demonstrate love for
God and commitment to his mission?
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Step 7: Offering

3. Because we love people—and seek to make others spiritually rich
by supporting God’s Mission through the church.

2 Corinthians 9:12-14

For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to
God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God
because of your submission that comes from your confession
of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution
for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for
you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.

We give money to the church to help others and make them
spiritually rich, which is to meet everyone’s most essential need:
salvation. Funds given to the church are used to accomplish God’s
Mission by spreading the gospel. Funds are also used to further God'’s
Mission and kingdom by addressing issues of social justice—poverty,
orphans, widows, human trafficking, injustice, etc. Note: If you have
questions about the finances of your church, please feel free to ask a
staff member at the church.

How do we give?
1. Privately

Matthew 6:1-4

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people
in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when you give to the
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by
others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
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Step 7: Offering

€  Consider: Why should giving be a private matter between us
and God?

While we might have different ways of answering this question,
ultimately it's a private matter between us and God because it is a
way that we glorify and honor God. We give knowing that God sees
our sacrifice and receives it as worship (Philippians 4:18).

2. According to your means (and beyond!)

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that
has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a
severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on
their part. For they gave according to their means, as | can
testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging
us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints
—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first
to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.

God has given each of us a different level of income, resources, and
opportunities. God does not expect everyone to give the same
amount but desires that we give according to the level of financial
provision he has given us. The more income you receive, the more
you are able to give, and the more you are expected to steward
faithfully. Our situation in life also affects our giving—a single person
with fewer financial obligations is able to leverage a greater
percentage of his or her income for the kingdom of God. Many
Christians strive to give 10% of their income back to God.
Furthermore, it is a great grace to give beyond our means in a
sacrificial way. Some of us in rich countries, like Japan, are probably
able to give even more than 10% of our income.
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Step 7: Offering

€9 Consider: Why do you think it is important for our spiritual growth

to stretch ourselves and give sacrificially?

As we sacrificially give, our faith and trust in God will increase, our desire
for fleeting worldly wealth will decrease, and our desire for God, joy in
God, and love and consideration of others will increase. God does not
bless us with an easier, healthier, or wealthier life if we sacrifice financially.
Rather we are given the greater and richer joys of being a faithful steward
of the King's resources and of treasure in heaven.

3. Cheerfully and willingly

2 Corinthians 9:7

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

God is not after our money, he cares about the condition of our hearts.
Giving to God out of compulsion is meaningless, but a heart that
delights to give money to God is very pleasing to him.

4. Regularly as a united Church

1 Corinthians 16:2

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something
aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no
collecting when | come.

Christians give regularly when they receive a portion of income. It is
important that Christians give to their local church to support the ministry
and ministers (1 Corinthians 9:14) and so all the Christians' offerings can
be compiled together and used for great kingdom-advancing projects
under the direction of the local church leadership (Acts 4:35).
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Step 7: Offering

Take the Step!

o)

Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.

God's Mission

Colossians 4:2-6

a

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God may
open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of
Christ, on account of which | am in prison— that | may make it
clear, which is how | ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward
outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your speech
always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person.

Colossians 4 gives us some practical ideas for effectively sharing
Christ with those around us.

We can ask God to give you an open door of opportunity to
share the gospel with someone.

When the opportunity comes we need God's help to be able
to clearly communicate the gospel. We can ask God to help us
make the gospel message clear.

"Walk in wisdom toward outsiders." Before we ever open our
mouths to share the story of Christ, our actions are already a
witness to others about Jesus and what he has done in our
lives. We should treat everyone we meet with love and grace
because we may have opportunities to share Christ with even a
stranger.
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Step 7: Offering

We can make the best use of the time God has given us. Just
as God gives us financial resources to steward, we are also
expected to faithfully steward our time, opportunities, and
relationships for the glory of God. There is no guarantee that
we will have another opportunity to share Christ with someone
tomorrow. We can keep our eyes open for an opportunity
today, not passing up any opportunity God gives us.

Let every conversation be sprinkled with the salt of the good
news of Jesus Christ. Everything relates back to God, so no
matter what you are talking about, we can intentionally and
naturally speak of Christ. "What a beautiful day God has
made." "Yesterday | went to church." "These days my favorite
book to read is the Bible because..." Through making small
comments like these, many doors of opportunity to fully share
the gospel will be opened.

We don't necessarily need to know how to answer each
person's intellectual inquires about Christianity, but we must be
prepared to give an answer for our personal hope and trust in
Jesus Christ. Always be prepared to share what Jesus has done
for you.

Encourage One Another:

$2  What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

¢ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).
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Step 7: Offering

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 8
Family

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time as we talked about finances and offering.

An important part of the Christian life is loving those in our families.

The Bible helps us understand how we are to live as fathers,
husbands, mothers, wives, children, brothers, and sisters.

19



REDEFULED

RIEFABHEOR TR TREBSBVWHDTY, Inid. mHMER%ZEIE
SN EERCEDSNIMAEAICEDISHDTY,

WIS DABTHZ 7L EESNZHEDI EICDWT, BEICIECSES
nTtwEd,

BItHEE 251 8~2 46

H wc53 [X] iesnf., AN 0EDTLBDOEERL,
PleLBBOESIC, BICASHDLWBHITFEESS, | #TH5
[X] BEhSHSPZBFOERE, BOSPIEOEEWAED. Thi
EABEBEBENOIBDER DD, ADETBICBRTESN,
ABEZYICOF B REHB, TNDRZDRER e NETRTD
RE. OB, BOHSPIMICEED T, LHLAKKE. &b
LWBIFFNRODSBA >z, MTHS (] BREVRDEZOA
CTFENDT, BIEE-7. 2LT, BOBRESEO—DE]MD,
ZDETBOREZS NI, HTHB [E] F. ANSH b
SBEVEDDLITED EiF. Z0XEADE T BISENTRS NI,
AFE-fee TThIZ. SV AOEHSDE. AOANS DA,
INERELDTES, ThRERENSISNEDOENS, | ThiDR
BRZOXBEREN, BERTBN, ADR—AEBZDTH S,

Inid. HNEDHSNIFEEHETT, 1 ADBE 1 ADRHHEIEN, —&
ERD. RIEL>THNEZXTHICEZZEVWSHDTY,

MFEc, BELKEDFREDBDLSICEDSNE U,

BIEC 1 &2 8

B seEsznEsnt. BERSICOESN, TEHL. 3xd.
WEmEE.. .

120

Step 8: Family

The Origin of Family

Family is a vital part of human society. This is according to the order
God designed when he created the world.

After God created the first man, Adam, the Bible says:

Genesis 2:18-24

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should
be alone; | will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the
ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see
what he would call them. And whatever the man called every
living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all
livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of
the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.
So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place
with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then
the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother

and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
This was the institution of marriage as God designed it—one man and

one woman, joined together as one flesh, until they are separated by
death.

God also designed married couples to have children.

Genesis 1:28

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth....”
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Step 8: Family

The first man and woman, as God originally created them, existed
within a family. Today the world is broken from sin. There are no
perfect families. Many people do not have a family, and all of us with
a family struggle to love the family that we have. But God created
family to point us toward the deeper reality of the eternal family of
God into which he has adopted us.

The Christian Vision of Family

Most of us are a son or daughter, father or mother, brother or sister.
The Bible gives a wonderful vision of the type of family life that
honors God and gives us joy.

1. Husbands and Wives

Ephesians 5:22-33

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of
the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in
everything to their husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are
members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it
refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you

love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects
her husband.

123



el

BEF, REFBILRFRZFNZNESTZREDH D, REOFTIFWAICHE Ui
DRHZEHZITVWET, KIFED, ZLTERED. »hLESTHDILSIC&mh
SRMEINTVET, KiFV—5—&ULTOREZE>TVWEDTY, i
KHELDBE-S>STWBEWSERTIEHDEFAL, o ATHERDES &
SIKTEDZEVWSERTHLHDER A KNERSNTLWEIREDY —F—¢&
WS RENZ, HOETNBIERDE EICEZ5NTVWEYT, DED. KIFEY
RiEHEEWNS LT, HOMEBIICELL HE2EENHZDTT,

=5

TURF vV DELEIF, RICHEW, REEHITZLSICEMUSNTVWETD,
ABARFEOHEBEPIE, BICREENBNDEREEZIL. BWOEFICT
U, BODERESED CENFEEADRELE, CtBEFET, LHL. FAfes
ERESNIANEETHDIMIE. BICIFRDY —F—V v IS EBELHD
EINFUfco FUARMTRSEDICKRICHBES ZEICEL>T, ERELT,
HODEBZEDEDE, BICH>TRERECHEZISNDZIDTY, KIETH
EVWS e RIFEBTEANICRICHVWTWS EVWSEKRTIEH D EH A
KFasiE, BHUWERMZ TS FHICERLITDESDMIMEETL £ 5,
UL L. RBTEERN—RUBWE., ZEIXROTTHENICEEZRNETT, *
LT, BRIFHICER, BEEREL > TEATKEXZSDTY, LML,
KIS CETEEILBIT ZEICHRBDER. VIURFrYOEFRULTKRICHES
TIEWIERA. 7 BBICL>TE. RBEICEMTHLVWHENHTLS
ZENHBDET, FBIBEFRICET 2EMOOREREHNIE. ZET—ILTIL—
70V —F—PRERICREBR ERL T IZE W,

Xt

KicBlCiE) ==Y v ITHERSNTWR ERERIC,. FURXRNDHEEES
NEELSIKEEZETDLSICHUSNTWVWEYS, FUXMNIFAcBEE, FUT
HE%m, COLSICBSINELE:

124

Step 8: Family

Roles

The Bible teaches that husbands and wives have different roles of
equal value within the family. Husbands are mandated by God to be
the head of their wives and families; they have the role of leader. This
does not mean that husbands have more value than their wives. Nor
does this mean that husbands can do whatever they wish. Leadership
of the family is delegated to husbands under the ultimate authority of
God, to whom husbands will give account for the way they led their
wives and families.

Wives

Christian wives are commanded to submit to and respect their
husbands. Nature and culture sometimes tells us that we will be
happier if we assert our authority, preserve our preferences, and get
our own way. However, God, our designer and creator, mandates that
wives submit to their husband’s leadership. Ultimately, submitting to
one’s husband out of submission to Christ will bring greater joy in
God than getting one’s own way. Submission does not mean passivity
or blindly following one’s husband. It is healthy for a married couple
to discuss and pray together about difficult decisions. And when a
couple cannot agree, the wife should let the responsibility of the
decision fall to her husband; entrust the outcome to God; and gladly
support her husband out of love and respect. A Christian wife,
however, should never follow her husband into sin. Note: there can
be complex, difficult marital situations. Please always feel free to talk
to your small group leader or a pastor about questions or concerns
you may have in this area of marriage.

Husbands
Though leadership is delegated to husbands, they are commanded to
love their wives as Christ loved the church. Christ loved us, his church,
in this way:
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Step 8: Family

Philippians 2:3-8

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.

Husbands must deny all selfishness, wholly seek the good of their
wives and children, and daily expend all energy and effort in loving,
providing for, protecting, and caring for their families. Like Christ
sacrificed himself to purify his church, so husbands must make
countless sacrifices each day to spiritually edify their wives and
children. Husbands bear the glorious burden of leadership and
responsibility for their families.

The husband is called to a life of joyful, self-sacrifice as he leads and
serves his family. A Christian husband sacrificing himself in love to
seek his wife's spiritual good, supported by a submissive and
respectful Christian wife, is a beautiful relationship that honors God
and exalts the deeper reality of Christ and his church.

What about when one’s husband or wife is not a Christian? Though
Christians are forbidden to marry outside the faith (2 Corinthians
6:14-16 and 1 Corinthians 7:39), sometimes one member of a married
couple becomes a Christian but the other does not. The Bible gives
the following encouragement to those in such situations.

1 Peter 3:1-2

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even
if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a

word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your
respectful and pure conduct. (See also 1 Corinthians 7:12-16.)
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Step 8: Family

€  Consider: Do you know anyone who is a Christian while their
spouse is not? Is anyone in the group in this sort of situation?
In what ways can we encourage and support those in this
situation?

2. Parents and Children

Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment
with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may
live long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your children to

anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.

Children

God has delegated authority in the family to the parents, and children
are required to honor and obey their parents. Christians are
commanded to obey all authority over us (including parents, bosses,
and governments) out of obedience and submission to God, our
ultimate authority. God places authority figures over us, and
obedience to them trains us to lay down sinful pride and leads us

towards obedience to God. (See also, Romans 13:1-7, Ephesians
6:5-9, Colossians 3:18-4:1, 1 Peter 2:13-3:7.)

Christian children should obey even non-Christian parents, except
when parents command children to sin or forbid them from doing
that which God requires (see Acts 5:28-29). But children must always
act with honor and respect towards their parents, even when

following Christ as opposed to their parents.
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Step 8: Family

Sometimes children may find it very difficult to honor, respect, and
love their parents. In these cases, we must remember that all of Jesus'
commands to love our neighbors and our enemies also apply to the
members of our family. Such love is not possible with our own
strength but the Holy Spirit helps us to love those who may have hurt
us very deeply. Even Jesus prayed while hanging on the cross,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

Parents

God has given parents the important role of teaching their children to
obey their authority. This trains children to ultimately obey God's
authority and reveals to children their own sin and leads them toward
God's grace. Parents must never provoke their children nor misuse
their position of authority in sinful ways. Parents will frequently need
to confess their own failings as parents to their children and ask for
forgiveness. Such honest humility will win the hearts of our children
and help guide them toward our gracious and loving heavenly Father.

In Ephesians 6:4 above, parents are told to discipline their children.
We should not overlook our children’s sins just because we are too
lazy to address them or too insecure to enforce disciple. Ultimately,
godly discipline will show our children that we love them (Hebrews
12:5-6).

Furthermore, parents have the important role of instructing their
children in the way of the Lord. We cannot change our children’s
hearts, but we can be a faithful witness to the gospel.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall

love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might. And these words that | command
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Step 8: Family

you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates.”

Like Moses commanded God's people in Deuteronomy 6, parents
should instruct their children in the way of God all the time—as you
eat dinner together, as you sit together in your living room, as you
travel together throughout the city, etc. Use opportunities in daily life
to talk about God. Talk about what is pleasing or displeasing to God
in a movie or TV show you watch together, process together the joys
and sorrows of life in light of the gospel, take advantage of
opportunities to together as a family randomly help someone in
need, etc. It is the parent’s responsibility to disciple their children. The
church’s role is to come alongside parents, aid in the discipleship of
children, and equip parents to disciple their children.

3. Caring for Family

The Bible also commands Christians to care for our family members
who need help.

1 Timothy 5:3-8, 14-16

Honor widows who are truly widows. But if a widow has
children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness
to their own household and to make some return to their
parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God. She who is truly
a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and continues
in supplications and prayers night and day, but she who is self-
indulgent is dead even while she lives. Command these things
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Step 8: Family

as well, so that they may be without reproach. But if anyone
does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members
of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever. ... So | would have younger widows marry, bear
children, manage their households, and give the adversary no
occasion for slander. For some have already strayed after
Satan. If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let
her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it
may care for those who are truly widows.

4. God's Family

Whether we have a wonderful family, a challenging family, or no
earthly family, every Christian has been adopted by God the Father,
through the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus, into the family of
God.

Matthew 12:46-50

While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother

and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. But he
replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who
are my brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For
whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother
and sister and mother.”

Ephesians 2:19

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household
of God...

Ephesians 1:4-5
In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ, according to the purpose of his will...

In Christ we all have a place in the family and household of God.
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Step 8: Family

God's Mission

Here is a potentially revelatory idea—the members of your family are
also your “neighbors.” In other words, Jesus' commands to love your
neighbors—"Love your neighbor as yourself"; "Whatever you wish
others would do to you, do also to them"; and "Make disciples of all
nations"—apply to your family members as well (Mark 12:31,
Matthew 7:12, 28:19).

Your Role as a Child or Grandchild

God wants you to love your parents and grandparents with a love like
his love for you. God wants you to obey, serve, bless, care for, and
pray for your parents and grandparents. You need to forgive them.
You need to respect them. And you need to open your mouth and
respectfully and boldly share the gospel with them. What if they reject
Jesus or even oppose your faith? What if they forbid your faith in
Jesus? We are told to obey and honor our parents, but God's
authority supersedes their authority, so in extreme cases like this, we
must obey God rather than our parents. However, this must be done
with humility, respect, honor, and love toward our parents. Perhaps
someday their hearts will soften to God's love. Live, pray, and witness
to them with such a hope.

Your Role as a Parent

God has called us to make disciples, including our own children. We
cannot cause our children to believe in Christ, and pressuring them to
believe is not good. But we can be a faithful witness to our kids. Tell
them stories of Jesus at bedtime, read the Bible together as a family,
pray together, and worship together at church. Model the gospel to
your children by offering grace and forgiveness when they disobey
and by humbly apologizing yourself when you sin against them.
Uphold family values and a family schedule that prioritizes God as
most important and as the foundation for everything you do.

Acts 16:31

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”
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Step 8: Family

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer

toward knowing Christ?

€9 How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 9
Service

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time about family.

An important part of the Christian life is striving to serve and love

others in the same way Jesus did. With him as our example, let’s
study about how the Christian life is a life of service.
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Step 9: Service

John 13:1-5, 12-17

o)

“"Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that

his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going back to God,
rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking
a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them
with the towel that was wrapped around him. ... When he had
washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed
his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what | have
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right,
for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have
given you an example, that you also should do just as | have
done to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who
sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do
them.”

Consider: What can we learn about service from this passage
of Scripture?

In the passage above, Jesus calls himself "Lord" and "Teacher", but

acts like a servant. By washing his disciples' feet, he shows us what

even leaders should do—serve. Jesus tells the disciples (and us today)

that he is washing their feet as an example of service, and that we are

also to serve one another—we are blessed if we do these things.
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Step 9: Service

Galatians 5:13-14

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Serve Inside the Church Community

Follow Jesus' example of selfless service by putting others' needs
above your own.

Philippians 2:3-5

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of

others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus.

€ Consider: Is the Scripture above convicting for you at all? How
does this attitude affect the way we participate in the church
community?

Do not participate in the church community with a selfish desire to
meet your own needs but rather with humility, seeking to meet
others' needs. No one wanted to wash others' feet. Foot-washers
were neither recognized nor thanked for their service. Yet Jesus
washed his disciples' feet.

How will you serve in the church? This is an important and necessary
question to ask. To answer, consider the talents, abilities and spiritual
gifts God has given you. Keep in mind that you are created by God
and uniquely gifted. Alternatively, rather than starting with the
question, "What am | good at?” sometimes the best place to begin is
finding out where the biggest needs are in the church community and
to start meeting those needs.
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Step 9: Service

$2  Consider: What needs could you help meet in our church
community?

There are many opportunities to serve at the church. Be proactive and
ask church staff or other Christians about ways you may be able to
serve.

Serve Outside the Church Community

Matthew 5:14-16

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.”

We will be a light of God's love and gospel in our communities when
we serve and do good deeds for those around us. Service
opportunities are often unplanned events. We must be ready to jump
to action when such opportunities arise.

€  Consider: What needs can we as a church meet in the
community around us?

Micah 6:8

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?

Show mercy toward those around you who need help: orphans,
widows, elderly, children, single mothers, the depressed, the lonely,
the outcast, the bullied, etc. Open your eyes to addressing the
problem of social injustice around the world.
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Step 9: Service

€  Consider: What issues of social justice are there in our

community, city, and country? How can you help address these
needs?

Galatians 6:9-10

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to
those who are of the household of faith.

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.

God'’s Mission

We must use words in order to share the gospel because the gospel
is news—very good news. We can augment our witness to the gospel
by living, loving, and serving others.

1 Peter 2:12
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that

when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Look for opportunities to love others by practically serving those
around you, in your home, at work or school, and in your community.
Invite non-Christian friends and family into your daily life and family
life to serve them. Serving others as Christ served us creates an
opportunity to share the gospel and gives credibility to our witness.
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Step 9: Service

We should not love and serve others because we see them as
projects or as people who we want to change—we should love and
serve others sincerely because God's love compels us. As Christians
we serve people without expecting anything in return. And this
selfless service will shine like a light, leading people to God's love—if
we also open our mouths to share.

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

¢ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other’s open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
¢ How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 10
Work

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:
€ Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time about serving.

Work is what we spend the majority of our life doing. Whether it is a
salaried job, a part-time job, school, raising children, or housework,
these are activities that occupy the majority of our schedules and
consume most of our energy—these are all types of work. Let's see
what the Bible has to sav about our work.
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Step 10: Work

€  Consider: Are your overall feelings about work positive or

negative?
1. Work was created by God for us

Genesis 1:28 & 2:15

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” ... The Lord God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to work it and keep it.

The world as God created it was flawless. As part of his flawless
design, God created work and gave it to humans as a gift. Work will
continue to exist in the New Creation—heaven. God created humans
to work.

€ Consider: Have you experienced joy and satisfaction from a
good day’s work?

2. Work was corrupted by the Fall

Genesis 3:17-19

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice
of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which | commanded
you, You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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Step 10: Work

As a result of sin the world is no longer flawless. Work now is difficult
—for example, thorns and sweat for the farmer. Work is frustrating,
toilsome, and seldom goes as well as we hope. Human's hearts and
motivations regarding work are also broken. God uses the frustrations
of work to lead our hearts to hope for future redemption in Jesus (see
Romans 8:18-25).

Balance

Because our hearts are sinful and the world is sinful, it is difficult to
find a healthy, God-honoring balance of work. On the one hand,
laziness is sinful and can leave us feeling dissatisfied and depressed.
On the other hand, overwork is dishonoring to God. Work also has
the potential to take up a lot of our time each day, time that can take
us away from time with the Lord and our families, and our church
community. Overworking often indicates that we are elevating
something above loving God and loving others: productivity, success,
fear of other’s opinions (bosses or co-workers), etc. As Christians we
should strive to have a healthy balance of work, prioritizing God first,
our family second, and work third.

$  Consider: Do you struggle with balancing work and life

(oersonal life, family life, etc.)? Do you tend to lean more
toward laziness or overwork?

3. Work has been redeemed through Jesus Christ

God has not abandoned us, but has sent his Son Jesus as a redeemer
to fix this broken world. The redemption of creation is partially
experienced now through Jesus and one day will be fully restored
(see Revelation 21-22). Though it is a difficult struggle, through Jesus
it is now possible to experience satisfaction, meaning, and purpose in
our daily work lives.
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Step 10: Work

4. Our Work is a Meaningful Calling

God provides for the needs of his creation.
Psalm 145:15-16

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in

due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of
every living thing.

In part, God provides for creation through the daily work of human
beings—from the farmer who harvests the rice, to the truck driver
who transports it, to the agent who advertises it, to the retail clerk
who sells it. Thus, by doing our work we are joining God as his agent
for cultivating and caring for his creation.

From the beginning God has called humans to be caretakers of his
creation, stewarding it and mastering it for the benefit of mankind
(see Genesis 1:28 above).

The Dignity and Value of Work

Work that joins God in his work of caring and providing for his
creation has dignity and value. For example, sanitation workers help
keep environments clean and healthy, improving the quality of
people’s lives. Homemakers take care of the home and family.
Teachers educate children, police and firefighters keep society safe,
and administrators and managers help people doing different jobs
work together. Advertisers help people discover useful and high-
quality products, while salespeople, retailers, and delivery workers
help people obtain them.

We know that in a fallen world, some work preys on the sins and

addictions of others. As Christians we should not support these
professions or fall prey to them ourselves.
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Step 10: Work

If you work for a company or in a factory that produces some small
product, provides a service, or sells things that makes people’s lives a
little better, even if the process is boring, your job has value because
you are participating in God's care for his creation. You are a part of
something much bigger than yourself, your job, title, or company. No
matter what sort of work we do, as Christians the Bible tells us to do
our work with the best effort we can, as if we were working for God
instead of men.

€  Consider: How is your job a means for God to provide for his
creation? How does the above Biblical perspective on work
make you look at your work differently?

As Christians, the best way we can encourage one another is to

remind each other of the truths of scripture. Here are just a few
examples of what the Bible has to say about our work.

5. As Christians we work for God

Colossians 3:23

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men...

1 Corinthians 10:31

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.

We work by God's strength
1 Peter 4:11

...whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
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Step 10: Work

€  Consider: Do you need to trust in the strength God has given
you to do your daily work?

Conclusion
What does it mean to be a good Christian insert your job? Do your
job with excellence to the glory of God and the benefit of mankind.

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.

God'’s Mission

Acts 17:16-21, 32-34

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was
provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. So
he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who
happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What
does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching
Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him
to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new
teaching is that you are presenting? For you bring some
strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what
these things mean.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners
who lived there would spend their time in nothing except
telling or hearing something new. ... Now when they heard of
the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said,
“We will hear you again about this.” So Paul went out from
their midst. But some men joined him and believed, among
whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman
named Damaris and others with them.
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Step 10: Work

One of the best groups of people to share Christ with are your
coworkers or classmates. In Acts 17 it says that Paul talked with
people about Jesus both in the synagogue (a religious environment)
and in the marketplace (a non-religious, workplace environment). This
does not mean that Paul slacked off on his work in order to talk with
people, but neither does this say that Paul made excuses for not
sharing the gospel, such as, “They will think less of me if | talk about
Jesus at work.” Some people looked down on Paul and his ideas, and
others rejected his gospel. But for Paul, sharing the gospel with many
people and finding those who would believe was worth it.

How can we begin sharing the gospel with those at our work or
school?
Begin by praying for people at your work each day, asking God
to give you an opportunity to share about Christ and to soften
their hearts toward the gospel.

Take advantage of natural opportunities to let people know
you are a Christian. For example, when asked what you did
over the weekend, tell a coworker you went to church and
explain why you did so or what you enjoyed.

Even in Acts 17, the conversation about Jesus transitioned
from the marketplace to the Areopagus, which was a more
natural place to convey the gospel to a listening audience.
Therefore, invite coworkers or classmates to come to church
with you. Offer to meet them at a familiar location, go to
church together, and do lunch afterwards.

When people share a concern or worry in their life, let them

know you care and will be praying for them. Share something
Jesus said that might bring them comfort.
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Step 10: Work

Invite a coworker or classmate to lunch and share with them
about “something that has been making a big change in your
life recently”.

For those whose work involves raising children, remember that
the great calling of making disciples includes making disciples
out of our children. Think about how you can center your daily
rhythms around God and his Word.

Like in Acts 17, some will reject, some will want to know more, and
some will want to believe in Jesus. There will be rejection and not
everyone will like you. Trust God and be bold for him at work.

Encourage One Another:

$2  What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

¢ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?

Pray for One Another:

€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.
If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other’s open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 11
Opposition

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context
of Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God’s Word

Share:
€  Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as

you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last
time as we talked about work.

Ephesians 6:10-12

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
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Step 11: Opposition

The Bible teaches there exists a spiritual realm and an enemy of God
and God's people: the devil and his demons. The devil is the accuser
and tempter. He strives to steal, kill, and destroy our joy and faith in
God (John 10:10). The devils schemes can be summarized as (1)
temptation, (2) accusation, and (3) deception.

Ephesians 6:13-17

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes
for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel
of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;

and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God....

1. Temptation

James 1:13-15

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured
and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown
brings forth death.

Temptation to sin comes from the influence of the world around us,
from the sinful desires within us, and from the devil who entices us to
sin. The first humans, Adam and Eve, were tempted by the devil:

Genesis 3:1-2

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the

field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?”
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Step 11: Opposition

Because of their desire (Genesis 3:6) Adam and Eve gave into
temptation and sinned. Jesus, was tempted by the devil but he did
not sin:

Matthew 4:1, 9-10
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be

tempted by the devil. ... And [the devil] said to [Jesus], “All
these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “'You
shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.””

Jesus defended against the temptations of the devil by trusting in
God and fought back with the truth of God's Word (he quoted the
Bible). Likewise we are told in Ephesians é to use the shield of faith
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

When you are tempted to sin, remember the good news and believe
it. And bring to mind or even quote out loud the Word of God.
Christians should remind one another of the truth of God’s Word. Be
open and honest with one another about how you are struggling.
Speak God’s truth to one another.

Here are a few examples of God’s Word that you can memorize and
bring to mind or share with another Christian in the moment of

temptation:
. Materialism - Matthew 6:19-21
. Financial Worry - Matthew 6:33-34
. Sexual Temptation - 1 Corinthians 6:18-20
. Anger - Galatians 5:22-23
. Fear - Psalm 118:6
. Anxiety/Stress - Philippians 4:6-7

$2 Consider: What other scriptures help you in times of temptation?
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Step 11: Opposition
2. Accusation

The devil is the accuser—it is what the name “Satan” means
(Revelation 12:9-10). The devil tells us that we are invaluable, ugly,
stupid, evil, worthless, etc. Worst of all, the devil condemns us and
tempts us to believe the lie that we are too sinful to be saved or
loved by God. The way we combat the devil’s accusations is by
believing the gospel of our salvation and righteousness in Christ (like
our helmet of salvation and breastplate of righteousness).

Romans 8:33-34
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died

—nmore than that, who was raissd—who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us.

The imagery of the Romans 8:33-34 is of a courtroom where the devil
condemns us before God the judge. But Jesus Christ sits at the right
hand of God saying on our behalf, “I died and rose for them. They
are forgiven and adopted and loved.” The devil makes many
accusations and condemnations, but the final verdict and truth is that
we are saved by the blood of Christ, a verdict which nullifies all the
accusations of the devil.

3. Deception
Another scheme the devil uses to attack us is by speaking lies.

John 8:44

“[The devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the
father of lies.”
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Step 11: Opposition

God is always good, but the devil often speaks lies to us saying that
God is not good or just. When calamity happens in our lives, the devil
is especially quick to whisper lies in our ears: “God will not take care
of you. God will not help you. God did this to hurt you.” We combat
the lies of the devil with the truth, the truth of God’s Word. Like a
belt, we must be prepared by knowing God's truth so we can
remember it when we are bombarded with lies. Regularly reading
God's Word, listening to biblical preaching, and speaking God’s truth
to one another is very important.

In order to stand firm in the fight of faith, we need to pray for one
another. Victory will not come through our own strength but from
God.

Ephesians 6:18-20

... praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that
words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an
ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to
speak.

May we all stand at the end of our lives and declare with Paul: "I have
fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the
faith." (2 Timothy 4:7).

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you
will obey what you have learned. Share with one another about
these things. Your group will ask you how this is going next
time.
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Step 11: Opposition

God's Mission

Matthew 10:16-25

Jesus said, “Behold, | am sending you out as sheep in the
midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog
you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them
and the Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be
anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what
you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put
to death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But
the one who endures to the end will be saved. When they
persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, | say to
you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel
before the Son of Man comes. A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household.”

We have been sent on a mission that we cannot abandon no matter
what kind of opposition we face. In some parts of the world today,
Christians face persecution like that described here and worse. Being
hated by those around us and rejected from the community (family,
social group, society, etc.) is also a painful form of persecution. No
matter what type of persecution we encounter, we must endure and
remain faithful to Jesus to the end of our lives in order to be saved.
Jesus, our teacher and master, was hated by men, rejected by his
family, and brutally killed. It is natural that we his servants are likewise
persecuted, and it is an honor to be identified with Jesus through
persecution.
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Step 11: Opposition

James 1:2

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various
kinds....

Matthew 10:26-33

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not
be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What | tell you
in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,
proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever
denies me before men, | also will deny before my Father who is

in heaven.”

Death is not the worst thing that can happen to you. Being destroyed
in hell is worse. Christians should not fear persecution or even death
because we have hope of eternal life with God in heaven. We should
not fear what men can do to us; rather, we should fear God and obey
him no matter what the earthly consequences may be. Each of us is
valuable and loved by God. God is not unaware of the trials we face
but guides and protects us, working all things together for our good
(Romans 8:28). Never be ashamed to identify yourself as a follower of
Jesus Christ.
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Step 11: Opposition

Matthew 10:34-39

“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. |
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For | have come to
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a
person’s enemies will be those of his own household. Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever

loses his life for my sake will find it.”

If your family is not Christian, your faith in Jesus may complicate your
relationship with your family members. Being persecuted by one’s
family can be one of the most painful forms of opposition! However,
as a Christian you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to be a better
family member than you were before you became a Christian—
empowered to love and forgive others and empowered to share the
good news of the gospel. Ultimately, our allegiance must be with
Jesus. We must love him above everything, including our family and

even our own life.

Encourage One Another:
¢ What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer

toward knowing Christ?

¢ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want

to lead to Christ?
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Step 11: Opposition

Pray for One Another:
€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.

If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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Step 12
Life

Next Steps are designed to help us grow as Christians, in the context of
Christian community, by focusing on two categories: obeying God's
Word and doing God's Mission.

God's Word

Share:

€  Take a few minutes to honestly share what it has been like as
you've tried to obey what you learned from God's word last time
as we talked about opposition.

The gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ. Our life in Christ began at
our conversion and is being experienced by us presently, and will
continue for eternity. The Bible describes our salvation to eternal life in
terms of what God has done for us in the past, what he is doing in the
present, and what he promises for our future. We have been justified
(past), we are being sanctified (present), and we will be glorified (future).
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Step 12: Life

Past: Justification

Romans 3:24-26

[We] are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over former sins. It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Justification is being declared righteous by God. Picture a courtroom,
where God as judge says to you the defendant: “You are righteous.”
The implication of this verdict is that you will not be punished, but
instead you will enjoy eternal life with God. While forgiveness is the
pardoning of our sinful record, justification is the imputation of Jesus’
righteousness.

Jesus has not only removed guilt and shame and has given us his
righteousness--the record of his perfect obedience to God.

2 Corinthians 5:21

For our sake [God] made to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

We were justified by God's grace at the moment we believed in
Jesus. Though we still sin, the verdict of our righteous status is
unchanging because it is based upon Jesus’ finished work on the
cross and his resurrection. We are, therefore, simultaneously, sinners
and saints.
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Step 12: Life

Practically, it is very helpful to our Christian life for us to understand the
implications of justification. The unchanging verdict of our having been
justified means that our status before God does not change when we
sin. God does not love us less on a day when we have been particularly
sinful, nor does he loves us more when we obey--God loves us fully at
all times. Furthermore, because we are justified by faith and not works
we have no grounds for boasting or pride. With peace and joy we rest
in Christ, assured that he has saved us--a past reality with present and
eternal benefits.

(Read more about Justification in Romans 1-5.)
Present: Sanctification

Romans 6:22
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become

slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its
end, eternal life.

Sanctification is the ongoing process of being made more holy like
Jesus. While in justification we are granted the status of righteous, in
sanctification we are gradually changed into people who live
righteously.

In the Christian life we strive to stop sinning and live a life of holiness. It
is God's Holy Spirit that works in us to give us both the desire and
power to do this and live rightly.

Philippians 2:12-13
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not
only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out

your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
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Step 12: Life

Love for God, love for others, and Christ-like character are "fruits" of
the Spirit's work in our lives:

Galatians 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...

€%  Consider: Looking at the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 above,
what is an example of one of these fruits that the Spirit has
been cultivating in your life since becoming a Christian?

Though the process of sanctification is often slower than we desire
and will not be fully completed in this lifetime, we have the good
hope of a future and complete salvation:

Philippians 1:6
And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Future: Glorification

Colossians 3:4
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.

Glorification is being made completely holy and blameless in heaven
to perfectly reflect the glory of God. When we have been glorified in
heaven, we will not sin anymore and we will live with God for all
eternity. We were saved from the penalty of sin in justification, we are
being saved from the power of sin through sanctification, and we will
saved from the presence of sin in glorification.
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Step 12: Life

Though life has many trails, hardships, and various kinds of suffering,
we have the hope of an even greater glory awaiting us in heaven.

Romans 8:18
For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away,
our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan,
longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, ... so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee.

When God glorifies us we will have perfect bodies--there will no
longer be any death, mourning, crying, or pain (Revelation 21:4). We
will no longer sin nor be tempted to sin against our God but rather
will love God and one another.

€ Consider: How often do you think about heaven? What do you
look forward to about heaven?

Christ will come again soon to save us to be with God forever in
heaven. The greatest thing about heaven is that we get to be with

God.
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Step 12: Life

Hebrews 9:28

...Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who
are eagerly waiting for him.

How should we live as we wait for Christ’s return?

Keep believing in Jesus - No matter what happens we must
continue to hold onto Jesus in faith until the end. (Mark 13:13)

Wait expectantly - Jesus could return at any moment. It could
be today. It could be tomorrow. It could be 100 years from
now. Wait for him with expectant faith. (Matthew 24:36-44)

Live lives of holiness and godliness - Because we have been
loved by God and saved by his grace we long to be found
pure and blameless at his coming, and therefore we want to
allow the Spirit to work in our lives to this end. (Philippians
1:10, 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 5:23)

Fight the "fight of faith”

1 Timothy 6:12-14

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to
which you were called and about which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses. | charge you in
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the
good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and

free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ....
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Step 12: Life

We will not win this fight by trusting our own efforts—we need to continue
to trust in Jesus Christ. We must abide in Jesus (John 15:1-5) and stay
connected to his church (Hebrew 10:25; see Step 6). A vibrant relationship
with God through prayer (see Step 2) and God's Word (see Step 3) is also
vital.

We have confidence that God will, by his grace alone, sustain our faith—
which must endure until the end—and make us perfect image bearers of
his own glory. From start to finish our salvation is owing everything to
God's grace, love, and power.

Jude 1:24-25

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the
only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and
forever. Amen.

Take the Step!

¢ Take a moment individually to reflect and pray about how you will

obey what you have learned. Share with one another about these
things. Your group will ask you how this is going next time.

God'’s Mission

The book of Acts tells of the supernatural and explosive growth of the
early church. Despite persecution, many hardships, and the lack of modern
travel and technology, the gospel message rapidly spread throughout
Asia, Africa, and Europe. How did the gospel spread so quickly and
broadly? Certainly it was the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works
to empower Christians to share God's message and also works to soften
the hearts of those who hear. The Spirit worked through the bold verbal
proclamation of the gospel message by ordinary disciples everywhere they
went. Additionally, the gospel's rapid spread was certainly due in part to
strategic and intentional efforts to take the gospel and start new churches
in places where it had yet to be proclaimed.
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Paul gives us an insight to another important factor in the rapid
multiplication:

2 Timothy 2:2
... and what you have heard from me in the presence of many

witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach
others also.

Paul instructed Timothy to make disciples and to train those disciples
to teach others also. Paul taught Timothy who taught “faithful men”
who taught “others”. This is what we need to do. We need to have a
vision of not just one generation of disciples, but multiple generations
of disciple-making disciples. We need to strive to train the faithful to
teach others so that the great life we have received is passed along to
many others.

When you lead someone to Christ, begin to disciple them using Next
Steps. Teach them how to share Christ with their friends and family.
You don't have to be an expert in evangelism because simply sharing
your own experiences, trials, failures, and victories is one of the best
ways to train them. Holding one another accountable, setting bi-
weekly goals, and praying together are things that will help lead them
to soon begin making and training disciples who will make and train
disciples. May more and more people experience life in Christ.

Encourage One Another:

$2  What opportunities has God provided to lead others closer
toward knowing Christ?

€ How have you seen God working in the lives of those you want
to lead to Christ?
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Step 12: Life

Pray for One Another:
€2 Share at least one name of someone you want to win to Christ.

If you know, share your next action step in leading them closer
to knowing Christ (for example: invite them to church, take
them out to dinner and share your testimony, study First Steps
together, give them a Bible or Christian resources, etc.).

Commit to praying for one another everyday: (1) For boldness and
wisdom, (2) for opportunities, (3) for other's open hearts.

Other Prayer Requests:
€9 How can we pray for you?

Pray together about God’s Mission and other requests and
thanksgivings.
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