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Masahi Katayama — Pianist / Conductor

Masahi Katayama studied at the Music Department of Hyogo Prefectural Nishinomiya
High School, the Mozarteum University Salzburg, and the Moscow Conservatory before
transferring to the University of Music, Drama and Media Hannover, where he
graduated with distinction.

He won First Prize in the Western Japan Division of the All-Japan Student Music
Competition (High School Category) and Third Prize at the Senigallia International Piano
Competition. He was also selected to participate in the Busoni International Piano
Competition and the Long-Thibaud International Competition.

After building a 12-year international career, including serving as assistant to renowned
pianist Andrei Gavrilov, Katayama is currently a lecturer at Osaka University of Arts. He
maintains an active international career in Japan and abroad, including Austria, Russia,
South Korea, and Poland.

He has served as a jury member at numerous international competitions, including the
Rosario Marciano International Piano Competition in Vienna, the Future Stars
International Piano Competition in the United States, the Krélikowski International Piano
Competition in Poland, and the César Franck International Competition in Belgium.

Since 2016, Katayama has been a regular faculty member of the Tarnéw International
Piano Masterclasses in Poland. He made his conducting debut with the Tarnéw
Chamber Orchestra and subsequently entered into an annual engagement as an official



conductor of the orchestra. In Japan, he also serves as conductor and Artistic Director
of MK Ensemble.

In 2024, he was invited to the César Franck International Music Festival in Belgium as a
conductor, where he conducted the César Franck Chamber Orchestra.

His CD album Pictures at an Exhibition has been released by Octavia Records.
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