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Atsushi Shirai (Violinist)

Atsushi Shirai graduated from the Toho Gakuen School of Music after completing his studies at
the Senior High School Attached to Kunitachi College of Music. In 1999, he joined the NHK
Symphony Orchestra. In 2003, he studied in Vienna as a scholarship recipient of the Affinis
Cultural Foundation, receiving instruction from Alexander Arencov. He gave his debut recital in
Vienna in 2004.

Since returning to Japan, Shirai has been active not only with the NHK Symphony Orchestra but
also as a soloist and chamber musician. He presents a monthly salon concert series with talks,
Tabisuru Violin (“Traveling Violin”), at the Yokohama British House. As a core member and vice
director of the Yokohama-based NPO “Hama no JACK,” he performs four concerts annually and
also leads workshops for children at Yokohama Kaikd Kinen Kaikan and Yokohama Minato Mirai
Hall.

As the first violinist of the Quartet Risonanza, formed by members of the NHK Symphony
Orchestra, he has performed the complete Beethoven string quartet cycle at Yamaha Hall in
Ginza. He also gives an annual recital at Oji Hall in Ginza, receiving high acclaim for his
imaginative programming. His principal teachers include Miho Natori, Akira Morioka, Takeshi
Hidaka, Kohko Shinozaki, and Alexander Arencov.

Shirai currently serves as first violinist of Quartet Risonanza, a member of the chamber
orchestra ARCUS, vice director of the NPO “Hama no JACK,” and associate principal second
violin of the NHK Symphony Orchestra. He also teaches as a part-time lecturer at Kunitachi
College of Music and its affiliated junior high and high schools.



