
Market Indexes short descriptions: 

Market Index Country Description 

^DJI USA The Dow Jones Industrial Average, also referred to as the Industrial 
Average, the Dow Jones, the Dow 30, or simply the Dow, is a stock 
market index, and one of several indices created by Wall Street Journal 
editor and Dow Jones & Company co-founder Charles Dow. It is now 
owned by the CME Group, which is the majority owner of Dow Jones 
Indexes. The average is named after Dow and one of his business 
associates, statistician Edward Jones. It is an index that shows how 30 
large, publicly owned companies based in the United States have traded 
during a standard trading session in the stock market. It is the second 
oldest U.S. market index after the Dow Jones Transportation Average, 
which was also created by Dow. 

^GSPC USA The S&P 500 is a free-float capitalization-weighted index published since 
1957 of the prices of 500 large-cap common stocks actively traded in the 
United States. The stocks included in the S&P 500 are those of large 
publicly held companies that trade on either of the two largest American 
stock market exchanges: the New York Stock Exchange and the NASDAQ. 
The index focus is U.S.-based companies although there are a few legacy 
companies with headquarters in other countries. After the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average, the S&P 500 is the most widely followed index of 
large-cap American stocks. It is considered a bellwether for the American 
economy, and is included in the Index of Leading Indicators. Many 
mutual funds, exchange-traded funds, and other funds such as pension 
funds, are designed to track the performance of the S&P 500 index. 
Hundreds of billions of US dollars have been invested in this fashion. The 
index is the best known of the many indices owned and maintained by 
Standard & Poor's, a division of McGraw-Hill. S&P 500 refers not only to 
the index, but also to the 500 companies that have their common stock 
included in the index. 

^IXIC USA The Nasdaq Composite is a stock market index of the common stocks 
and similar securities (e.g. ADRs, tracking stocks, limited partnership 
interests) listed on the NASDAQ stock market, meaning that it has over 
3,000 components. It is highly followed in the U.S. as an indicator of the 
performance of stocks of technology companies and growth companies. 
Since both U.S. and non-U.S. companies are listed on the NASDAQ stock 
market, the index is not exclusively a U.S. index. 

^FTSE United 
Kingdom 

The FTSE 100 Index, also called FTSE 100, FTSE, is a share index of the 
100 most highly capitalised UK companies listed on the London Stock 
Exchange. The index is maintained by the FTSE Group, an independent 
company jointly owned by The Financial Times and the London Stock 
Exchange. Its name derives from the acronym of its two parent 
companies, but has since been registered as a limited company in its 
own right. 

^GDAXI Germany The DAX (Deutscher Aktien IndeX, formerly Deutscher Aktien-Index 
(German stock index)) is a blue chip stock market index consisting of the 
30 major German companies trading on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. 
Prices are taken from the electronic Xetra trading system. According to 
Deutsche Börse, the operator of Xetra, DAX measures the performance 
of the Prime Standard’s 30 largest German companies in terms of order 
book volume and market capitalization. 



^FCHI France The CAC 40 is a benchmark French stock market index. The index 
represents a capitalization-weighted measure of the 40 most significant 
values among the 100 highest market caps on the Paris Bourse (now 
Euronext Paris). It is one of the main national indices of the pan-
European stock exchange group Euronext alongside Brussels' BEL20, 
Lisbon's PSI-20 and Amsterdam's AEX. 

^HSI Hong 
Kong 

The Hang Seng Index is a freefloat-adjusted market capitalization-
weighted stock market index in Hong Kong. It is used to record and 
monitor daily changes of the largest companies of the Hong Kong stock 
market and is the main indicator of the overall market performance in 
Hong Kong. These 45 constituent companies represent about 60% of 
capitalisation of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. 

^KS11 South 
Korea 

The Korea Composite Stock Price Index or KOSPI is the index of all 
common stocks traded on the Stock Market Division—previously, Korea 
Stock Exchange—of the Korea Exchange. It's the representative stock 
market index of South Korea, like the Dow Jones Industrial Average or 
S&P 500 in the U.S. 

^TWII Taiwan A stock market index comprised of companies traded on the Taiwan 
Stock Exchange (TWSE). The TSEC weighted index is made up of all the 
stocks in the Taiwan Stock Exchange and each is given a weight based on 
its market capitalization. Preferred shares, "full delivery" shares, and 
shares listed for less than a month are excluded from the index. 

^N300 Japan The Nikkei 300 is a market value-weighted index of the 300 major issues 
on the first section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange (TSE). The Nikkei 300 
uses a weighted average based on market capitalizations of component 
firms to reflect movements in the overall value of first section stocks. 
This contrasts with the widely followed Nikkei Stock Average which is an 
average price and is suitable for monitoring the level of the market and 
its changes. 

000001.SS China The SSE Composite Index is an index of all stocks (A shares and B shares) 
that are traded at the Shanghai Stock Exchange. SSE Indices are all 
calculated using a Paasche weighted composite price index formula. This 
means that the index is based on a base period on a specific base day for 
its calculation. The base day for SSE Composite Index is December 19, 
1990, and the base period is the total market capitalization of all stocks 
of that day. The Base Value is 100. The formula is: Current index = 
Current total market cap of constituents × Base Value / Base Period. 

000300.SS China The CSI 300 is a capitalization-weighted stock market index designed to 
replicate the performance of 300 stocks traded in the Shanghai and 
Shenzhen stock exchanges. The index is compiled by the China Securities 
Index Company, Ltd. 

MICEXINDEXCF Russia MICEX Index is a capital-weighted price index of the 30 major and most 
liquid Russian stocks traded at the MICEX Stock Exchange (MICEX SE), 
calculated in real time (dividend income is excluded in the index 
calculation). MICEX Index is one of the oldest Russian stock indices which 
has been calculated since September 22, 1997 (the initial value of the 
index is 100 points). MICEX Index is the main index of MICEX SE which 
tracks the Russian equity market and serves as underling for derivatives 
and structured products. MICEX Index is the leading indicator of the 
Russian securities market, which covers nearly 80% of the market 
capitalization of the Russian equity market. 

EURUSD=X  Exchange Rates EUR to USD.  

 


